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The port of Vlcne is said to be one of the largest Soviet centers in
Albenin; before the war, during which the town suffered groat damage,
Vlone numbered 9,000 inhabitants, e figure which had risen %o 14,00C

by June 1948, when the authorities be;an a systematic evacuation of the
Albapian population. So far, 5,000 have allepgedly been evacuated and

a further 2,000 were to leave tho town before. 13?0 jvacuation was being
carried out byl Lieutensnt-Colonel Melmet Doku,}®h of the "Drejtoria e
Divisionat Mbrdgijes Popullit V1orsd" under The direction of Soviet
Captain Terchenko of the Soviet Mlitrry Mission.

Evacuation was also to be effactud of a certain number of the nopulation
in such localities as Arta, Svdrnec, bagdana, Corica, Panaia, Selavee,
Skrofotine, Cerkovina, Hoshtima, Bestrova, Grabisn, Coprat, Risili, Bensj e
Madhe, ishbardha, Drashoviecu, Vodies, Milona, Lapardha, Maziar, Gusenica.
Gjormi, Combocar, Kishe Marmiroit, Mahmudaga, Shenkell, Radhina, Jonufri,
Ujt*e Flohte, Kunind, Skelila & VionHs.

the reascn for the evacuations is threcfold:

8.  The speeding up of Soviet straterie works in the concession zone o
Vlcne.

s The necessity of firding accommodation for Soviet natiomals in Vlione
and neliphborhood.

¢. The necessity of camouflagin: various Soviet economic operations.=

The Soviet colony in Vlene and neishborhood number 2,000 (including

femilies). Thereo is a special shop Tor Soviet nationals in the former
Hotel "Gambine", which «lso housar the Saviet officors! NOEs ..

More thun €00 skilled viorkmen (allogedly mestly Letts and isatonians), who
arrived from the USSR in the sprin- of 1949, are engased on construction
vork in the Soviet zone of Vlone. They are reportedly housed on Yanin®
Isleand (south of Vleoné)
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] Cormient: : this latter connection citer Soviet traffic
ixt Albanian oil All Albanian potrol depots are puarded 50X1-HUM

by Seviet militory personnel, and ececss is forbidden to all Albanians.
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